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Statement on the Death of Naomi
Nover
April 25, 1995

Hillary and I were so saddened to learn
of the death of Naomi Nover. Naomi’s years
of dedication to her craft and her efforts to
cover events here at the White House up
until just a few months before her death were
a lesson to us all in hard work and the persist-
ence of the human spirit. She will be missed
greatly, and our thoughts are with her sisters
and the rest of her family at this difficult
time.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on Cyprus
April 25, 1995

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)
In accordance with Public Law 95–384 (22

U.S.C. 2373(c)), I submit to you this report
on progress toward a negotiated settlement
of the Cyprus question. The previous report
covered progress through January 31, 1995.
The current report covers the period from
February 1, 1995, through March 31, 1995.

During this period my Special Emissary
for Cyprus, Richard I. Beattie, and the State
Department’s Special Cyprus Coordinator,
James A. Williams, visited Turkey and met
with Turkish leaders. Constructive discus-
sions were held on how best to move the
process forward after the elections in north-
ern Cyprus in April. Prime Minister Ciller
expressed her willingness to assist in finding
a solution during her recent visit and restated
Ankara’s commitment to work with the Unit-
ed Nations in producing an overall solution
to the Cyprus problem.

On March 6, the European Union agreed
to begin accession negotiations with Cyprus
after the conclusion of the 1996 Intergovern-
mental Conference. On the same date, the
European Union concluded a customs union
agreement with Turkey. I believe talks on
membership in the EU for the entire island
of Cyprus, together with Turkey’s integration
into Europe, will serve as a catalyst to the
search for an overall solution on Cyprus.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Jesse Helms, chairman, Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations.

Remarks on Counter-Terrorism
Initiatives and an Exchange With
Reporters
April 26, 1995

The President. I asked the leaders of
Congress from both parties to come to the
White House today because I know that we
have a shared commitment to do everything
we possibly can to stamp out the kind of vi-
cious behavior we saw in Oklahoma City. Ev-
eryone here is determined to do that, and
I want us to work together to get the job
done.

On Sunday, I announced the first series
of steps we must take to combat terrorism
in America. Today I’m announcing further
measures, grounded in common sense and
steeled with force. These measures will
strengthen law enforcement and sharpen
their ability to crack down on terrorists wher-
ever they’re from, be it at home or abroad.
This will arm them with investigative tools,
increased enforcement, and tougher pen-
alties.

I say, again: Justice in this case must be
swift, certain, and severe. And for anyone
who dares to sow terror on American land,
justice must be swift, certain, and severe. We
must move on with law enforcement meas-
ures quickly. We must move so that we can
prevent this kind of thing from happening
again. We cannot allow our entire country
to be subjected to the horror that the people
of Oklahoma City endured. We can prevent
it and must do everything we can to prevent
it. I know that we would do this together
without regard to party, and I’m looking for-
ward to this discussion of it.

Q. Civil libertarians are worried there may
be some ability by law enforcement agencies
to abuse the power that you may be given.

The President. I think we can strike the
right balance. We’ve got to do more to pro-
tect the American people.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:09 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. A tape was
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not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Proclamation 6791—National Crime
Victims’ Rights Week
April 26, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Every year, more than 36 million people

in America become the victims of crime. Of-
fenders prey on our daughters and sons, sis-
ters and brothers, parents, grandparents, and
friends. Violent crime is creating fear and in-
security in communities across our Nation.

To ensure justice and promote healing, a
grassroots crime victims’ movement has
worked to enact numerous initiatives in State
legislatures across the country—laws that
now provide crucial rights for crime victims
and their families. As we mark National
Crime Victims’ Rights Week this year, Amer-
icans join in remembering the fallen, in cele-
brating criminal justice reforms, and in envi-
sioning a future free from violence.

The Violent Crime Control and Law En-
forcement Act of 1994, which I signed into
law this past September, ensures that our
criminal justice system recognizes the vic-
tims. Its provisions include allocution rights
for victims of violent crime and sexual abuse,
truth in sentencing guidelines to ensure that
violent offenders serve longer sentences, and
sex offender registries designed to monitor
offenders more effectively. This Act will help
put 100,000 more police officers on the
streets of our communities. And the land-
mark Violence Against Women Act is the first
comprehensive Federal effort to address vio-
lence against women.

But no government can be truly effective
without the active involvement of its citizens.
Victim advocacy—the work of the more than
8,000 organizations and the countless indi-
viduals we honor this week—can be a lifeline
to emotional survival. When random bullets
wound a child, when a battered woman
needs shelter in the night, when a rape survi-
vor seeks help—victim advocates are there
to comfort and support. Many of our Nation’s
crime victims and advocates work tirelessly

in schools, neighborhoods, and youth custody
facilities. They give faces and names to the
statistics of crime, opening young peoples’
eyes to the reality of violence and helping
to plant seeds of responsibility that can last
a lifetime.

We nonetheless recognize that much re-
mains to be done. But with continued part-
nerships between every level of government,
criminal justice and victim advocacy organi-
zations, and crime survivors and their fami-
lies, America can begin to replace the night-
mare of crime with a bright new day of hope.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 23 through
April 29, 1995, as ‘‘National Crime Victims’
Rights Week.’’ I urge all Americans to pause
and remember the victims of crime and to
join in honoring those who serve crime vic-
tims and their families by working to reduce
violence, to assist those harmed by crime,
and to make our homes and communities
safer places in which to live.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-sixth day of April, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-five, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:35 a.m., April 27, 1995]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 28.

Remarks on Presenting the
President’s Service Awards
April 27, 1995

Thank you very much, Eli Segal, for your
words of introduction and for your outstand-
ing leadership of our national service efforts.
And thank you, Marlee Matlin, for your lead-
ership in a volunteer capacity of the most
important volunteer efforts in our country.

Just over a week ago we were reminded
that there are those who want to see our Na-
tion torn apart. But amid the grief and the
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